
ENGAGE FORUM
INNOVATOR & ENTREPRENEURS
HOSTED BY THE AMERICAN SCHOOL IN JAPAN, APRIL, 8-9-10, 2016.



April 8-9-10 

Students from The American School in Japan, Taipei 
American School and Singapore American School 
came together for an intense weekend to focus on  
entrepreneurial thinking.

REVERSE
REHASH
RETHINK
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Young entrepreneurs working across fields as diverse as immunology, 
ageing, music therapy, energy, fashion, and microfinance, shared 
their stories to inspire and frame how social and entrepreneurial think-
ing is shaping the global context.

Abhishek Sharma  
CEO & Founder, Project 
Forte

Laura Deming  
Partner, Longevity Fund

Pamela Mejia  
Textile/Fashion Designer, 
Social Entrepreneur

Riley Ennis  
Co-Founder, Immudicon

GUEST ENTREPRENEURS



Riley Ennis attended Dartmouth and is a 
Thiel Fellow who started cancer immunol-
ogy  company, Immudicon.  The technol-
ogy is based on research he conducted 
starting in high school that applies pro-
tein engineering techniques to construct 
complement fusion proteins that  can ac-
tivate immune cells against cancer cells. 
 Immudicon has raised $1.5M and se-
cured paid partnerships with several bio-
pharma collaborators including Fortune 
500 companies such as Novartis and 
Celgene.  

Riley has been recognized by CNN, the 
Web Summit, Google X, Milken, 
TEDxJ&J, the American Society of Micro-
biology, the National Cancer Institute, 
and Verizon Powerful Answers.  

Riley studied cell biology at Dartmouth 
and researched targeted therapeutics at 
Dartmouth- Hitchcock Medical Center 
with publications in the American Journal 
of Physiology and the Journal of Biotech-
nology.  He has worked in biotech with 
companies such as Syros 

Pharmaceuticals, Adimab, and Emer-
gent Biosolutions as well as in financial 
services at  Bridgewater and Morgan 
Stanley.

More about Riley:

Riley Ennis '15 Wins Thiel Foundation 
Fellowship. May 15, 2013 by Joseph 
Blumberg

Science to Startup [video] 
2012.
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Riley Ennis, Co-Founder, Immudicon.

http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
http://now.dartmouth.edu/2013/05/riley-ennis-15-wins-thiel-foundation-fellowship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04A9qHNdJ2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04A9qHNdJ2U


Abhishek Sharma is an ASIJ alumnus 
(‘10) with a passion for social entrepre-
neurship. As a Neuroscience, Psychol-
ogy, and Music major at the University of 
Rochester, Abhishek teamed up with 
Strong Memorial Hospital and founded 
“Project Forte”, an organization that 
brought together local musicians to per-
form for patients in upstate New York. 
Within a few months of launching this 
non-profit, a dedicated team of volunteer 
musicians periodically performed for pa-
tients in four different healthcare facilities 
across Rochester. Now, as a graduate 
student at the Simon Business School, 
Abhishek has started a second venture 
that addresses the unequal distribution 
of life-sustaining resources. “IMBR” will 

use innovative fuel cell technology to de-
liver a clean energy and potable water 
solution to both established and emerg-
ing markets. By bridging together entre-
preneurship and social responsibility in 
this way, Abhishek hopes to continue dis-
covering exciting ways to make a mean-
ingful contribution.

More about Abhishek:

Project Forte, University of Rochester 
[video]
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Abhishek Sharma, CEO & Founder, Project Forte.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgKSrlB3jVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgKSrlB3jVE


When she was 8, Laura Deming realized that we were all going to 
die of a disease called aging. Ever since, her driving passion has 
been to slow ageing and eliminate age-related disease. She started 
working in a biogerontology lab when she was 12, and matriculated 
at MIT when she was 14. At 17, she was one of the youngest 20un-
der20 fellows awarded $100,000 by Peter Thiel to pursue her ven-
ture full time. Laura is currently a full-time partner at The Longevity 
Fund, an early stage venture capital fund backing companies which 
target the aging process to treat disease, with investments in gene 
editing, small molecule therapeutics, and novel methods to treat dis-
ease.

The Longevity Fund is a specialty life science venture capital firm fo-
cused on pharmaceutical companies developing therapies for 
aging-associated pathology.

Our team identifies pioneering science that holds the promise of ad-
dressing late-onset medical conditions and works with scientists and 
entrepreneurs to advance enterprises that can translate research 
into effective preclinical drug development programs. 

More about Laura

19-year-old Laura Deming funds anti-aging research  
Tuesday, July 2nd, 2013 by Raluca Besliu

How can science and business team up for the long (health) haul? 
TEDMED 2016
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Laura recorded a special message for the Engage Forum student 
participants. 

MOVIE 1.1 Laura Deming, April 8, 2016.

Laura Deming, Partner, Longevity Fund.

LINK to video

http://www.takingonthegiant.com/2013/07/02/deming/
http://www.takingonthegiant.com/2013/07/02/deming/
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2pj79e2W5tPSVFLTERseGtjdlU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2pj79e2W5tPSVFLTERseGtjdlU/view?usp=sharing


Pamela Nicole Mejia was born and 
raised in Manila, Philippines. She gradu-
ated with a degree in Clothing Technol-
ogy from the University of the Philip-
pines. She has won different business 
competitions both in the Philippines and 
in the international scene such as Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Thailand, and Japan. 
She is the founder of the fashion social 
enterprises, "The Asian Recyclers of Tex-
tiles" and "Phinix." The aim of these enter-
prises is to turn textile wastes from house-
holds and factories, into higher valued 
products, such as footwear. Pamela 
dreams of Social Entrepreneurship be-
coming a mainstream business model in 
the fashion industry.

More about Pamela:

Entrepreneur turns textile waste into fash-
ionable footwear.  
ABS-CBN News, Jan, 22, 2016.
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Pamela Mejia, Textile/Fashion Designer, 
Social Entrepreneur.

http://news.abs-cbn.com/video/lifestyle/v1/01/21/16/entrepreneur-turns-textile-waste-into-fashionable-footwear
http://news.abs-cbn.com/video/lifestyle/v1/01/21/16/entrepreneur-turns-textile-waste-into-fashionable-footwear
http://news.abs-cbn.com/video/lifestyle/v1/01/21/16/entrepreneur-turns-textile-waste-into-fashionable-footwear
http://news.abs-cbn.com/video/lifestyle/v1/01/21/16/entrepreneur-turns-textile-waste-into-fashionable-footwear


The event was designed to inspire and challenge students to pursue 
their passions and to develop their entrepreneurial mindset. 

The launch was held at Tokyo American Club with members of the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Japan participating. Students 
networked with members and listened to presentations by a panel of 
entrepreneur and key note speaker Jesper Koll, CEO, WisdomTree. 
Panel presenters included: Abhishek Sharma, Pamela Mejia, Riley 
Ennis as well as some local entrepreneurs from Tokyo.

Taejun Shin  
CEO, Gojo & Company

Shino Tsuchiya &  
Shingo Potier de la Morandière  
Co-founder & Director, Impact HUB Tokyo
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THE LAUNCH

MOVIE 1.2 Engage Forum

Recording of the presentation at 
TAC on April 8, 2016.
Link to video

http://www.accj.or.jp/en/events/details/27640-accj-a-asij-engage-innovators-and-entrepreneurs-forum-
http://www.accj.or.jp/en/events/details/27640-accj-a-asij-engage-innovators-and-entrepreneurs-forum-
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/
https://drive.google.com/a/asij.ac.jp/file/d/0B2pj79e2W5tPQXNOSk9HemxHRmM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/asij.ac.jp/file/d/0B2pj79e2W5tPQXNOSk9HemxHRmM/view?usp=sharing


4:00 - 6:00 ASIJ ELC, Roppongi Campus 
Participating students met for introductions, 
rehearsal for networking with Chamber of 
Commerce members & pizza!

  
6:30-8:30 Engage Forum Launch  
Tokyo American Club 
Networking with ACCJ members & presenta-
tions by entrepreneurs. 

8:00 ASIJ, Chofu Campus 
Breakfast 

 
9:00 - 9:30 Welcome & Ideas from  
Sebastian de Goeij from Impact Hub Toky. 

Team forming and self management through 
lunch.

4:00 ASIJ, MPR  
Opportunity for students to present previous 
project. 
 
2-5 min with Q&A

6:00 Dinner with hosts

7:45 Building will be open for teams to work

10:30 Fair Share 
Teams and Bio Synth students set up booths 
to casually talk with visitors about heir pro-
ject ideas 

11:00 Pitches & Feedback by guest entre-
preneurs

1:00 Engage Forum complete
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THE SCHEDULE



THE TEAMS
2
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We are finding a detection system for colorec-
tal cancer.

Implementing a detection system via color gen-
erator in toilet paper.

Lahari Gorantla  
Interests & Strengths: Biology and creative 
thinking. ASIJ

Diva Lahad  
Interests & Strengths:Biology and public 
speaking. ASIJ

T.K. Hwang 
Interests & Strengths: engineering. SAS

TEAM #TWO
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Tunhina Mishra  
Biology, ASIJ

Jenny Pan 
Biology, Art, ASIJ

The Gum Duo

There is no easily available early detec-
tion for the common cold.

Our concept is to use the salivary testing 
technique to produce a food that would 
be available for anyone and would indi-
cate the likeliness of catching a cold.  
Our solution is to produce a gum that is 
available to anyone at the stores, which 
also has the ability to detect whether the 
person will catch a cold, in an early 
stage. We will create a gum which will 
change color on the gum wrap depend-
ing on the amount of RNA present. The 
intensity of the color change will then de-
termine whether you are likely to catch a 
cold. This will allow the customer to pre-
vent themselves from getting a cold by 
intaking more vitamin C and taking rest.
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We are trying to address the problem of food waste, 
specifically the waste of fruit that is thrown away by 
supermarkets and other sellers because it is not as 
aesthetically pleasing (e.g. extra bump, odd shape).

We are creating a juice company that takes these 
fruits that would be thrown away otherwise and 
makes and sells juice made from them. By advertis-
ing that our juices are made from "non-traditional"

SUPERJUICERS

fruit, we hope to make consumers see that regardless 
of exterior appearance, the quality of ALL fruit is 
equal. Since fruit that is abnormally shaped gener-
ally is sold more cheaply by producers, we would 
also be able to sell our juice at a lower price, mak-
ing it affordable for everyone. Finally, because we 
are preventing food waste by making and selling our 
juices, consumers will know that they are making a 
difference for the environment by purchasing.

Oliver Feuerhahn  
Being a social entrepreneur, speak-
ing, TAS

Kevin Yu  
Art designing, marketing, TAS

Jahvon Coney  
Ideator and creative optimist, SAS

Kelly Hsu  
Designing, discussing, being organ-
ized, TAS

Henry Slater  
Coming up with ideas, writing, dis-
cussing, ASIJ
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Johann Wah  
Student Government, club 
leader experience, public 
speaking, TAS

Milla Shin 
Graphic Design, Art, website 
design and club leader expe-
rience, ASIJ

Justin Rhee  
MUN, public speaking, fo-
rum,club leader experience 
and NOVA, TAS

Tim Shu 
club leader experience, web-
site design, MUN and NOVA, 
TAS

ClubFocus

Student Clubs at schools are currently fractured 
and lack innovation.

To create an online platform where students 
can share different ideas, information, re-
sources and help inspire more innovation.



Amanda Shick  
Interests & Strengths: math and science. 
ASIJ

Ellen Chang 
Interests & Strengths: design. TAS

Serena Chen 
Interests & Strengths: public speaking 
TAS 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We want to rethink and revise 
social interaction in the tech-
nological era.

We will create a "___ Hub" 
where people can interact 
and learn about new cultures 
through food and language.

SEA Food
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Jessica Yoon 
Math, Design, and Physics, ASIJ

Trevor Shim  
Entrepreneurship (NOVA) and Scientific Research, TAS

Permute

The current approaches to coding education are full 
of flaws. Codecademy, code.org, and other popular 
educational organizations still utilize a linear method 
of learning: basics of coding are taught first without 
an ample exhibition of their potential applications, 
leaving the learners with a considerable amount of 
information without much knowledge of its applica-
tions -- the results are waning motivation and lack of 
practical use of the ascertained knowledge. This not 
only keeps many people from learning to code, but 
also gives them a foundation of knowledge that they 
often have a hard time applying in real life to vary-
ing situations.

We believe that our approach to computer coding 
education will eliminate the inefficiencies of the con-
ventional approaches. Our project will create an ex-
perience oriented system where users learn to create 
a specific type of computer program instead of being 
bogged down with endless lectures about semantics. 
By address computer language education just as we 
would address a modern language education and im-
mersing our learners straight into the project, we pre-
vent them from being inundated with pieces of infor-
mation they do not know how to integrate into a pro-
gram. Learners can jump straight into the action, 'in 
media res.'

Samarth Agarwal 
Economics And Physics, SAS

Jeremiah Hsu  
Coding, Film, and Design, TAS



16

The challenge we are addressing is the lack 
of modernization and evolution of the tradi-
tional umbrella.

Our concept revolves around innovating a 
new design to the umbrella for convenience 
and also a stylish impact

Team Rihanna
Alex Shin 
3D models, ASIJ

Jaelen Coney  
Marketing & posters, SAS

Richard Lim  
Logo design & slogans, SAS



The design sprint concluded with teams presenting 
their concept pitches to other participants, audience 
members and the panel of entrepreneurs. Riley, Abhi 
and Pamela offered feedback to each team.

FROM OUR GUEST
ENTREPRENEURS
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Abhishek Sharma  
CEO & Founder, Project Forte

There are a few times a year that I meet 
someone who gives me goosebumps. I've 
now experienced a whole decade's worth 
in one weekend. All of you are utterly in-
sane, insanely positive, and positively bril-
liant! In between all the crazy, remember to 
ground your passions in the value they gen-
erate. Remember to listen carefully to your 
target audience and continually improve 
your product or service. And perhaps most 
importantly, take care of yourself so that 
you can focus on the signal in the noise, 
and tackle the biggest of problems! Bring 
on those hairy audacious goals! 
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Riley Ennis  
Co-Founder, Immudicon

You're on a journey to improve the human 
experience. A path with no destination, yet 
a vision to create a better planet.  You're 
afraid, but empowered by the inherent im-
possibility of the impact you will have.  No 
matter how big or how small.  Your goal is 
to uncover the fallacies that blind confor-
mity, to imagine what we can be and what 
we can build.  You will fail.  You will feel 
alone.  But you will persevere with an open 
mind. Because true compassion for our 
world comes only when you feel the prob-
lems in the eyes of another.  And only then 
can you innovate and shape our future.
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Pamela Mejia  
Textile/Fashion Designer, Social Entrepreneur

I was seventeen when I started my first ever business. 
And when I thought, that will be my greatest business for 
life, I had four more fashion businesses after. I took Biol-
ogy, shifted to Speech Pathology, and graduated with a 
degree in Clothing Technology. For a long time, I really 
wanted to marry Tom Felton who plays Draco Malfoy in 
Harry Potter, until I saw Zac Efron. HAHAHA

You know what they say, when life gives you lemons, go 
get some vodka!! Just kidding! My point here is life gave 
me all these options, but by always choosing the one that 
I'm passionate about, I end up in places bigger than what 
I have even imagined. Also, its okay to make the wrong 
choices and it's okay to fail, as long as you persevere.

I am truly grateful for the weekend that I spent with you 
guys. I learned so much from each of you and I am look-
ing forward to what you guys will do next. You guys are so 
cool, I swear.

My dream for each of you is you get to do what you really 
want, and use that passion to help other people and 
change the world for the better.

Let's all go make a dent in the Universe!



THE SCHOOLS & EDUCATORS

4
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Paul O’Neill 
Director of Learning Innovation

Beth Crissy 
Science Research Teacher,  
Science Department Chair

Glenda Baker 
Director Strategic Innovation

Anthony Ives 
History & Social Studies Department  
Entrepreneurship Teacher

Alexandria Sheng 
Social Entrepreneurship Teacher 

Oliver Smith 
Business & Economics Teacher  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TEAM RECOGNITIONS 

Teams demonstrated many of the qualities of young innova-
tors and entrepreneurs over the weekend. 

During the pitches the guest entrepreneurs identified 
strengths of each team and the following recognition awards 
reflect that feedback.



DESIGN THINKING: BRAINSTORMING

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

Team Rhianna  
Alex Shin, Jaelen Coney & Richard Lim.



DESIGN THINKING: IDEATION

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

The Gum Duo 
Jenny Pan & Tuhina Mishra



RESOURCEFUL RESEARCH

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

Team #Two 
Lahari Gorantla, Diva Lahad, T.K Hwang



CLEAR PROBLEM DEFINITION

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

___ Hub 
Amanda Shick, Ellen Chang & Serena Chen.



COMPLEMENTARY SKILLSETS

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

SpruceJuice 
Oliver Feuerhahn, Kevin Yu, Henry Slater, Kelly Hsu & Jahvon Coney.



PITCH PERFECT

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

Permute 
Jessica Yoon, Jerry Hsu, Samarth Agarwal & Trevor Shim.



CREATIVE PROTOTYPING 

REVERSE 
REHASH 
RETHINK

Tokyo, April 8-9-10, 2016

An intense weekend for international school 
students to learn from and be inspired by 
experienced young innovators, engage in a 
design sprint and pitch their own ideas to 
further their entrepreneurial thinking.

ClubFocus 
Justin Rhee, Tim Hsu, Johann Wah & Milla Shin.


